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Integrated Product Policy (IPP) attempts to protect the environment by targeting products’ environmental impacts throughout their life-cycles. It refers to both the production and consumption sides of the market. The IPP is a policy framework currently under development by the European Commission; the preparation process officially started in 1998 and will last at least until 2007, when some concrete solutions are expected to be adopted into European law. 

Even though the IPP does not explicitly refer to industrial ecology, the selection of instruments and its underlying assumptions clearly demonstrate strong connection between the two. We argue that the IPP has great potential to popularise the concept of industrial ecology and to become the first policy that is closely related to this concept. Five principal arguments for this hypothesis are discussed, with the integrated approach and the focus on the life-cycle of products being most important.

The IPP is based on the previous experience of some member countries that applied various product-oriented environmental policy instruments. The differences between the ‘old’ member countries are significant and the IPP is sometimes perceived as an attempt to impose the Nordic environmental hegemony on countries with less advanced environmental legislation.

We attempt to verify the level of preparation of the new EU members in the area relevant to the IPP. The study is based on a survey that we carried out among the ten new member states. Respondents from relevant ministries (environment, industry, European integration) were asked about progress in the work on the IPP (cooperation with industry or consumer groups, pilot projects etc.) and about the product-oriented policy instruments currently in use.

The results provide the first picture of the development of the IPP in the new EU countries. Their most important potential use is benchmarking and the identification of possibilities for cooperation.
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