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Industrial ecology is slowly gaining recognition in Poland as a research discipline. It is becoming increasingly popular as a subject of university courses and further educational efforts can certainly contribute to its wider acceptance and application. Rarely, however, are its prescriptions consciously put into practice. The legal system has been changed to make environmental protection profitable, and this may contribute to the development of industrial ecology. Even though knowledge of industrial ecology is still very limited not only in the society as a whole, but also among scientists and decision makers, other related concepts are being developed and applied. Probably the most important aspects of industrial ecology gaining popularity and support in Poland are cleaner production (pollution prevention and waste prevention), and the life-cycle approach.

The popularity of industrial ecology in Poland will certainly grow in the future. If widely known and applied, it can increase the efficiency of industrial processes and thus decouple Polish economic growth from natural resource consumption. However, bringing more people around to this concept requires significant efforts of specialists from different disciplines. They should first start working together and gain more confidence that ecological theories can really provide a useful input, if not a basis, for industrial activities. Once a group of such opinion leaders is established, industrial ecology projects should flourish.
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